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Biologists have felt it easier to conceive the evolution of a striped
animal like a zebra from a self-coloured type like a horse (or of
the self-coloured from the striped) as a process involving many
intergradational steps; but so far as the pattern is concerned, the
change may have been decided by a single event, just as the
multitudinous and ordered rippling of a beach may be created
or obliterated at one tide " (Problems of Genetics, 1913, pp. 36-
38).

We may adopt Belloc's happy phrase (ante, p. 42)
and say that Nucula became Acila when it was "done
to a turn." I am astonished that the part author of
such a work as The Making of Species (14), of all
people, should strain at an Acila and swallow an
Eohippus.

Within the limits of the genus Acila, the species
show variations that to me appear at least as great as
the change from a smooth to a divaricate surface. For
instance, the hinge-teeth of most Nuculidse are short
and stumpy, fitting into shallow sockets (Fig. TO) ; but
in A. isthmica they are long and thin, like short knife-
blades, and the sockets might rather be called sheaths.
I can think of no explanation of such a change, nor do
I know of any transitional form between this and the
ordinary type of hinge-teeth. Would Mr. Dewar
accept that as a "specific character" not requiring
special creation ? If so, why not the divaricate orna-
ment likewise? And if not, is not his idea of a
"family" shrinking to something very near the
Linnaean immutable species?

I have discussed this family Nuculidae at some length
to show how dangerous is Mr. Dewar's method of
argument, based on names only. The same might be
done with the other bivalves which he quotes, by any-
one who had made a special study of any family.
Records of fossils (especially Invertebrates) are often
made in the first place by geologists with only a very